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Mystery Ships
Found in Florida Po.

cal

kion off the south coast of
inar del Rio Province, Case
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(AL ITASU TS ClidTnic }Con«
ike ships that change colows’

d names were founid along
prida’s southeast coaxt
ursday following a charye
Fidel Castra that one s
rated by the (‘entral ln- -
ligeice Agenev (1A

satd hy Castio to
ihe CIA,
herthed at the
Beach. 1\

was

The Rex,
b in the s
as Jocated

wt of  Palm
milar cr«#ft, the Leda,
whked at Port Everglades,
Anid a the Villevn,
s been using Fort Pleree as

ool

thitd,

b home base hut its where-

bouts  Thursday un-

.
J. A. Belcher, Miami oil
impany executive, said
the [74-foot Rex
longs to him, but denfed
e vessel  partictpated  in
ids agalnst the Cubun
hast.

“I'm a busineseman, »t 3

were

n Quixate, -<aid Belcher. a
ember of the Belcher Ol
y. [amily.

He said the Rex is opcralcd
' the Seakey Shipping
rp.. which he controls sop-

ale from his oil company
tivities,
* * b ¢

IN AN accusing  speech’
ednesday evening, Castro
scribed the Rex as the
mother ship”™ wh:oh
Aunched " 1wo  small oo

1021 00 an ansasion o L a-

dmented,

ro hoasted his forces cap-
urced the men [rom bne boat
hnd that he would prove his
laim by parading some  of
heim on a television show.
Tnursday morning the Nex
vis found  at the Port of
Palm Beach with twin empty
[radias which ordinarily hold;
o small launches,

Sceveral  Spaawsh-speaking
Frew members stood on deck
biit. declined 10 speak  to

newsmen Theirreticen cr
vefleeted the air of mystery
which surraunded the ship.

Anather port official com-

Customs avdg quarantine peo-

pie.”

Port Operatians Director JF,
Sonay Jaudon said,
conies and goes al
Jutervads, We don’t ask any
questions and they don’t vol-
unteer any information.”

gz ht Dackmaster Fred
cut of port Oct. 21 and did
not return until Oct, 28,

* * *

BELCHER said he bought
the Rex a year ago from the
Paragon (o, a Nicaraguan
concern,
longed to the ruling Somoza
family but has since changed
hands.

The Somozas are avowed
cenemies of the Caslro regime
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“lerybody just dg- -
noves that sope including the

*The Rex -
various ’

Smith reported the ship was

which formerly be-

and are said to be actively
supporting a proposed mili-
tary operation against the
pro-Communist government.

Belcher said that for meost
of the year he has lecased the
Rex for electronic research
&nd oceanographic trips 1o
the International Division of
i the Collins Radio (‘o of Dal-
“las, Tex.

M E

said  that

shg-oet, Capt, Mlexander
Bruohs, told him the Kex hid
never heen within Cuba's
intevintional wisters and that

fChed never been engaged in

anth-Castro war petivities,

Jon’t know if it has any

cection with the CIA: 1

©see how it could,” ree
i weed Belcher.
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ACCORDING to Castpo,

[t

[

Connandos  Mambises,  an
anti-Castro action group
bas in Central America m
an ulbfration ool .
gty gling manouve: (he
night of Qet. 2L
A teliable exile source in
Al w00 tour members of
the santiYtration feam
HURES
ay that three of the hoat's
coow relnhers . were  impris-
oned. 1 helieved the three
surviving crewmen are those
Castro will show on TV,
, According to the exile
i fource, a lone Castro plane
opcned i1s guns on the Rex,
whichh returned fire. The
plan~ subsequently left the
| seene and the Rex, with one
fite 2% crew rmembers In-
_]Ull/] hf‘d

1

the shi's '

e Pex was employed by the.

have- -
dy hern killed by Castro -

a0 et Rveran des Tarne s
Post atinager 4 hYTHHE
oy A port eonsglian?
saced ot hemls bl bear ine
sireicd ot Save oL uny
intorr con e e i dn,

iU has o cmehas 19 do
Vo owsvinmichiid opera-
Gions, he s

The Leda Iles the VU8, flag
bui

aguan flag,

A mian acguainted with the
Leda ~05t “Xhe vwas a funny

ship. She chanued celors ali
_dhe tise. Sometimes the hull
woull Le blue with a greer:
deck. Dthep “unes i ovas gm)
Wtk aeeae e

R N s T IN ohservms
et 1h aere never any
Cutoms sfficials around

Villero came in.
the Nicaraguan

Wi e
The o

Lo

dio e

harbormaster records |
show it should tly the Nicar- |

On deck are plywood hoxes

nuaked “high voltage,” Port
enrployes malntain there are
gun meauts under the ply-
wnnd,

Castro s gpon their ar-
rival in favana their plane
wWas vered doaded  with
esobawitoe hidden in frot
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